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Metro Study Notes for Daniel Chapter Twelve 
Daniel Chapter Twelve 

 

Verses 1–3: Probation Closes  
The events of Daniel 11:44–45 are momentous and rapid. When the “tidings out of the east and out of the north” 
have done their work in the proclamation of God’s last day message to a perishing world, then shall come the 
time when probation closes for the world, the seven last plagues will begin to fall, and Michael will stand up to 
protect His people. Michael means who is like God? The answer is Jesus. The name Michael appears only in 
apocalyptic passages (Daniel 10:13, 21; 12:1; Jude 9; Revelation 12:7), in instances where Jesus is in direct conflict 
with Satan.  

The last conflict will be a fierce one, it will be a time of trouble that the world has not yet witnessed. The seven 
last plagues are devastating and terrifying. But what follows the destruction of a world in rebellion with her 
Creator, is the resurrection of the faithful and just.  

At this resurrection the saints will receive glorious immortal bodies. They will go from being dust to shining stars.  

Verse 4: Prophecy Sealed 
It was not the whole book of Daniel or even the entirety of the final prophetic vision that was sealed. Much of the 
book of Daniel has blessed God’s people since its writing. But those portions dealing specifically with the time of 
the end and the end of time were sealed up. But at the end of the 1260 year prophecy, when the Papacy received 
her deadly wound, the book of Daniel was unsealed. Simultaneously all around the world the books of Daniel and 
Revelation were being studied as they never had been before. New light was streaming forth.  

The remainder of chapter twelve of Daniel graces us with one more final picture. We know from history that the 
unsealing of Daniel’s last day prophecies centered around both the 1260 year prophecy, ending in 1798, and the 
2300 year prophecy, ending in 1844. See Daniel 7:25: 8:14. After all, the book of Daniel was unsealed in the time 
of the end of 1798. It would then seem reasonable that Daniel 12:5–13 would highlight these time prophecies and 
then point us to the people that would find the key to understanding these last day prophecies.  

Verses 5–7: The First Wonder 

In these opening verses, we have the scene of a river with two angels on opposite sides of the river and Jesus 
above the waters of the river. Then there is the question, “How long shall it be to the end of these wonders?” The 
question is not “What are these wonders,” but “How long are the wonders?” Since there are three time 
prophecies in the remainder of this chapter, we can only assume that there are three wonders. Each time 
prophecy points to a particular wonder.  

The first wonder has to do with a time prophecy that we have already studied in chapter seven: the “time, times, 
and half a time.” Daniel 7:25. God begins with a time prophecy that we are already familiar with. It is a wonder 
that we have already discovered in prophecy. The “time, times, and an half” has to do with the scattering and 
persecution of God’s people. As we have seen, over 100 million people were martyred under papal Rome when 
she ruled both civilly and religiously from 538 to 1798.  

The wonders of the Bible are not like the seven wonders of the world. The seven wonders of the world are 
focused on physical things, while the wonders of the Bible are focused on character and spiritual things.  

The first wonder—the Papacy—is a professedly Christian church that claims to be God on earth and then turns 
around and murders over 100 million of God’s people. Is it not a wonder that a mere man, the pope, could claim 
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to be God on earth? Is it not a wonder that such a power could then turn around and persecute the innocent? Is it 
not a wonder that an institution of mere men would force the conscience of their fellow man when God Himself 
would not? Is it not a wonder that men would intentionally speak perverse things and then claim to be the true 
church? Is it not a wonder that a church would accept pagan beliefs and customs and then say that it is the 
mother church?  

Daniel 7 provides additional details on why the Papacy is one of the wonders of Bible prophecy. It would have “a 
mouth speaking great things.… And he shall speak great words against the most High.” Daniel 7:8, 25. Imagine an 
institution in the name of God speaking great words against God? Then it says, he “shall wear out the saints of the 
most High.” Daniel 7:25. The institution responsible for the martyrdom of God’s people more than any other 
power is the Papacy. Then it would have the audacity to “think to change times and laws.” Ibid. Imagine mere 
men believing that they have the power to change the ten commandments of God? Tragic!  

Verses 8-10: Understanding the Prophecies 
Daniel desired to understand these latter portions of the prophecies, but it was made plain that only those who 
saw the fulfillment of these prophecies would understand their importance. And it would not only be those living 
in the time of these prophecies, but those who were cooperating with God in having the soul temple cleansed of 
all defilement. Therefore, we should be looking for a sanctified people at the time of the fulfillment of these 
prophecies who would truly understand the importance of these last day prophecies.  

Verse 11: The Second Wonder 
Paraphrase: “And from the time that the daily ministry of Christ would be obscured from before the people, and 
the abomination of Papal falsehoods and her apostate priesthood set up, there shall be a thousand two hundred 
and ninety days.” 

The second wonder has to do with the taking away of the daily mediation of Christ in the heavenly Sanctuary and 
the setting up of the Papal system of false mediation, “the abomination that maketh desolate.” It should be noted 
that the word sacrifice in the text is in italics and is therefore not part of the original text. In the original Hebrew 
there is no word for “sacrifice” supplied. The translators themselves supplied the word. As we studied earlier in 
chapter eight, the word daily simply means continual or regular. The Papacy exalted the concept of mediation, but 
replaced Christ’s High Priestly work with their own erroneous priesthood. It is as the Bible describes it—an 
abomination. By destroying all who would not submit to her authority and false mediation, she became the 
“abomination that maketh desolate.”  

The first wonder, Papal Rome, is the abomination that makes desolate. In Daniel 11:31, we read, “And arms [an 
army] shall stand on his [the Papacy’s] part, and they shall pollute the Sanctuary of strength, and shall take away 
the daily sacrifice, and they shall place the abomination that maketh desolate.”  

The phrase, “shall pollute the Sanctuary of strength”(Daniel 11:31), refers to the Papacy setting up her false 
priesthood. The word pollute carries with it the meaning of profaning, to break one’s word, or to begin opening a 
wedge for something profane to enter in. The two things that made it possible for the Papacy, the abomination 
that maketh desolate, to replace the daily mediation of Christ was the use of force, and her erroneous teachings. 

As mentioned earlier, the Arians, the opposing forces to Papal Rome, were not truly Arian in their beliefs. An Arian 
believes that Christ was created. These Gothic nations were not taught that, and consequently did not teach that. 
They understood that Christ was the eternal Son of the Father. Jesus was not created, nor made. He was the only-
begotten Son from eternity. One equal with the Father, yet His Son. As the Son of the Father, He alone could 
become the Savior of man. He alone could become the Mediator between man and God. He alone could become 
the high priest of the heavenly Sanctuary. In fact, all things must come through Christ and Him alone. The Catholic 
Church fought this belief because they had set themselves up as mediators to God. They had set up a priesthood 
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in competition with Christ. Consequently, they falsely accused these Gothic nations as being Arians to create 
prejudice against them. Church history would have been quite different if the Gothic nations would have 
prevailed against the Catholic apostasy. 

The army that stood on the part of the Papacy was none other than the Franks or the French. In AD 496, Clovis, 
the king of the Franks, was converted from paganism to Catholicism. He became the first Catholic king. In AD 508, 
the Franks defeated the Visigoths, who represented one of the strongholds of “Arian” Christians. And besides all 
that, the Franks were the strongest of the ten divisions of the Roman Empire. When the Roman Empire broke up 
into ten smaller kingdoms by a.d. 476, the Franks emerged as the strongest of the ten.  

It was particularly the victories of Clovis over the Gothic nations that prepared the way for the Papacy to ascend 
to the throne of Caesar by 538. Therefore, the events of 508—the defeat of the Visigoths—prepared the way for 
the events of 538. Without the military aid and support of Europe’s strongest nation, the Papacy would not have 
ascended to the throne in 538.  

But why would the strongest nation in Europe utilize its forces to support the erroneous claims of the Papacy? It is 
a mystery, it is one of the wonders of Bible prophecy. The “man of sin, the son of perdition,” the Papacy, had 
convinced the world’s strongest nation that they were Christianity’s rightful ruler over the conscience of men. The 
Papal system must have convinced them that the Roman Catholic Church was the true church and that all others 
were heretics. With all the blasphemous words of the Papal power you would wonder how any nation could fall 
for such a deception. You would also wonder how any leader could believe that the annihilation of whole people 
groups represented the ministry and desires of Jesus Christ. You would think that after the annihilation of say 
100,000 people Clovis would open up his eyes and say, “Enough is enough!” But then, the martyrdom rose to one 
million and these deceived nations supporting the Papal hierarchy continued to support her. Then the martyrdom 
rose to ten million and then fifty million, and they still supported the Papal apostasy. The martyrdom would rise 
above one hundred million, and finally someone had enough sense to put an end to these atrocities. In 1798, 
Napoleon’s general, Berthier, captured the pope and declared Rome to be a republic. The French set up the 
Papacy, and the French caused the deadly wound. But it wasn’t until over one hundred million had perished. 
Imagine nations supporting this Papal apostasy for over one millennia. What a wonder! 

Since the 1260 year prophecy—the time, times, and half a time—represents the Dark Ages of Papal rule from 538 
to 1798, then the 1290 year prophecy which sets up the 1260, must begin before. If the 1290 years begins before 
the 1260, then both prophecies must end at the same time in 1798. Therefore, the years 508 to 1798 must 
represent the time of the 1290 year prophecy. The events of 508, with the Franks defeating the Visigoths in that 
pivotal battle, made it possible for the Catholic forces to defeat the Arians forces and rule for over one thousand 
years beginning in 538.  

History will repeat itself. As the strongest nation in Europe, the Franks made it possible for the Papacy to ascend 
the throne of Caesar for the first time. The Papacy will rise to her former power a second time. This will also be 
made possible by the world’s strongest nation. The second beast of Revelation chapter thirteen, the United 
States, will be responsible for healing the deadly wound of the first beast, the Papacy. Without the world’s 
superpower, the United States, the Vatican could not regain her lost supremacy. But what a tragedy, what a 
wonder, that Protestant America would be responsible for re-igniting the fires of Papal atrocities! How can a 
nation based on liberty of conscience support the most intolerant of creeds? How can the nation of Protestant 
principles clasp hands with the man of sin, the antichrist of Bible prophecy? How can the nation most favored of 
God now turn its back on the commandments of God? It is a Bible prophecy wonder! 

So far we have studied two wonders of Bible prophecy: the abomination of Papal desolations from 538 to 1798, 
and the setting of these Papal desolations through the support of civil powers. In this particular prophecy the 
focus was on Clovis and the Franks that made possible the rise of Papal supremacy and the martyrdom of over 
one hundred million people.  
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Before we consider the third wonder of Bible prophecy I would like us to consider the importance of time 
prophecies in the Bible. The Word of God covers the history of our world from Creation to the earth made new in 
more than one thousand pages. However, throughout the entire Bible there are but few time prophecies. 
Therefore, those events associated with time prophecies stand out as great milestones in the great conflict 
between Christ and Satan.  

Already in the book of Daniel we have the 1260 and the 1290 year prophecies. These prophecies focus on the 
work of the anti-christ power, the Papacy. The 1260 tells us how long the Papacy first ruled, and the 1290 tells us 
how that rule was made possible. Then there is the 70 week prophecy of Daniel chapter nine, and the 2300 day 
prophecy of Daniel chapter eight. We know that the 70 weeks prophecy represents 490 years and points to the 
crucifixion of Christ. We know that the 2300 day prophecy represents 2300 years and points to the high priestly 
ministry of Jesus Christ in the heavenly Sanctuary. It was at the fulfillment of this time prophecy that Christ would 
enter upon His final work in the anti-typical day of Atonement when the books would be opened and the 
investigative judgment would begin.  

The 70 weeks and the 2300 days represent the most important events in human history, namely, the crucifixion of 
Christ and Christ’s high priestly work in the Most Holy Place in the heavenly Sanctuary. The 1260 and the 1290 
represent the next most important power that affects human history, namely, the Papacy. More people have 
been deceived and murdered by papal Rome than any other religion or power.  

Now we come to the third wonder. It will be the next most important thing that affects human history.  

Verse 12: The Third Wonder 
The third most important thing that affects human history is the work of God’s people who usher in the second 
coming of Christ. The most “blessed” people are those who “waiteth” for the return of their Lord. Paul wrote, 
“Looking for that blessed hope, and the glorious appearing of the great God and our Saviour Jesus Christ; who 
gave himself for us, that he might redeem us from all iniquity, and purify unto himself a peculiar people, zealous 
of good works.” Titus 2:13–14.  

The word waitethdenotes a time that can be delineated through charts and graphs. It also carries with it a sense 
of tarrying and waiting. It also may emphasize that the 1335 year prophecy would carry beyond the fulfillment of 
the 1290, therefore, the 1335 and the 1290 would have the same starting point 508, with the 1335 naturally 
ending 45 years later in 1843.  

The word for cometh (the Hebrew naga) carries the meaning to touch, to draw near, or to reach or to arrive.  

The people who were touched by the blessed hope of Christ’s return, those who were waiting for Jesus to come, 
and knew through charts and graphs the day of His appearing were the Millerites. When did these advent 
believers expect Jesus to first appear? In 1843. When does the 1335 year prophecy find its fulfillment? Beginning 
in 508, the prophecy would end in 1843. That’s right! The 1335 year prophecy ends in 1843, the year that the 
Advent believers first expected Jesus to come.  
 

The blessed saints of that Advent movement, known also as the Millerite movement, used charts to explain their 
views of the prophecies. These charts clearly taught that the Advent believers saw the 1335 year prophecy ending 
in 1843. It was in this year that the first and second angels’ messages were first preached together. See Revelation 
14:6–8. These messages have been designed by God to prepare a people for the second coming of Christ.  

Prior to 1843, the Millerites were able to speak in many of the Protestant churches. But when January 1843 
arrived and Jesus had not yet come, the pulpits were closed to the Millerites, and widespread disfellowshipping of 
them commenced. It was at this time that the Millerites saw the various Protestant churches as the fallen 
churches of Babylon. See Revelation 14:8. It was the second angel’s message that brought them out of the other 
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churches. God would eventually lead these former Baptists, Methodists, Lutherans, Congregationalists, 
Episcopalians, and Catholics to form the Seventh-day Adventist Church in 1863.  

This Advent movement was marked with a consecration that we have not seen since. They were closer to heaven 
than we are today. They sacrificed to get the message out to every nation, kindred, tongue, and people. They 
were indeed the most blessed of movements until this day. They were the beginning of a movement that would 
eventually enlighten the world with the three angels’ messages. See Revelation 14:6–12. And today, we are still in 
that blessed waiting time. That blessed time began in 1843, but it will not cease until the Lord shall appear in the 
clouds of heaven.  

Now some would have us throw the 1260, 1290, and 1335 into the future. They would have us understand them 
as 1260, 1290, and 1335 literal days. They would argue that there is no symbolism in Daniel chapter twelve, and 
therefore, time prophecies are to be understood as literal time and not as prophetic time, as a day representing a 
year. The problem with that argument is that Daniel chapter nine does not have any symbolism either and there 
we have the 70 week prophecy which we know represents 490 years.  

The Bible clearly teaches that a day represents a year in Bible prophecy. And the notion that a time prophecy is to 
be understood as literal time when there is no symbolism simply does not hold water.  

It should also be carefully noted that you cannot separate the 1290 year prophecy of Daniel 12:11 from the 2300 
year prophecy of Daniel 8:14. Not only do both prophecies include the same detail, but they are also couched in 
the same setting. 

For example, the 1290 year prophecy is about the daily being taken out of the way for the abomination that 
maketh desolate to be set up. The details involved in the 2300 year prophecy are the same. The question is asked, 
“How long shall be the vision concerning the daily sacrifice, and the transgression of desolation, to give both the 
Sanctuary and the host to be trodden under foot?” Daniel 8:13. And the answer is, “Unto two thousand and three 
hundred days; then shall the Sanctuary be cleansed.” Daniel 8:14.  

Both the 1290 and 2300 year prophecies speak about the daily and the transgression or abomination of 
desolation. The strength of the daily representing Christ’s priestly ministry is that Daniel 8:14 answers the specific 
question about how long the daily and the transgression of desolation would last. The answer is 1844. It was in 
1844, that the Advent people would receive great light on the high priestly work of Christ in the heavenly 
Sanctuary. When that truth was discovered, God’s people came physically and spiritually out of spiritual Babylon. 
They now had the light that the Papacy had hidden for so long through her false priesthood. The truth that Satan 
hoped to hide from the human family now became known through the understanding of the 2300 day prophecy.  

As noted earlier, the setting of these two time prophecies is the same. In Daniel chapter twelve, we have a river 
with two heavenly beings on either side of the river. Jesus Himself is seen as above the waters of the river. And 
the question that is asked is, “How long. . . the wonders?” Which wonders? The abomination of desolation 
(represented by the 1260), the daily (represented by the 1290), and God’s people (represented by the 1335).  

What do we have in Daniel chapter eight? We have a river, Daniel 8:2, 16. We have two heavenly beings, Daniel 
8:13. We have Jesus upon the waters of the river, Daniel 8:16. We have a “How long” question, Daniel 8:13. We 
have the same wonders as in chapter twelve: the abomination of desolation, the daily, and the Sanctuary and the 
host, or God’s people, Daniel 8:13. Simply said, we have the same setting in both Daniel chapters eight and 
twelve. Therefore, we cannot separate the message of Daniel eight and the 2300 year prophecy from the wonders 
of chapter twelve, especially the 1290 year prophecy. If you put Daniel 12:5–13 in the future, then you would 
logically have to put chapter eight in the future as well.  

Verse 13: Prophecy Ended 
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The book of Daniel ends with the surety that the prophecies concerning the latter days will be understood and 
proclaimed. It is when these prophecies are proclaimed and God has a people who purpose in their hearts not to 
be defiled that Daniel will certainly stand in his lot. It is the day that all the patriarchs and prophets of old looked 
forward to. And we are the privileged generation that is given the glorious opportunity to proclaim that last 
message of mercy to a fallen world. May we prove to love and trust our heavenly Father as much as did Daniel of 
old. May we glorify our Redeemer with each and every trial. May we learn the lessons as taught in the stories of 
this great prophetic book. 

Apply It! 
Daniel 11 and 12 are about the kind of characters we will need to pass through the testing and proving of the 
last days.  

A number of different spiritual conditions are presented in this twelfth chapter of Daniel. First, there are 
those who by faith trust in Michael, Jesus Christ, to fight their battles during a time of trouble as there has 
never been, see verse 1. In our preparation for the short time of trouble and the greater time of trouble, we 
should be learning to depend on God for all things. We need to allow Him to fight our battles. The time to 
distrust self and to give up being self-righteous, self-dependent, and self-sufficient is now. We are not able to 
go through the times ahead without God being all in all.  

What situations or things do I still need to hand over to the Lord and trust in His leading? 

We learned that those who trust in the Lord will be part of that glorious first resurrection. See verses 2, 3. 
They shall receive life eternal and put on immortality. It is good for us to think often of heaven and the glories 
that await us.  

What sorts of things excite me the most about receiving life eternal? 

The latter part of chapter twelve teaches us about three different wonders in Bible prophecy. First, there is 
the wonder of the Papal apostasy. She represents those who know about the truth but choose to apostatize. 
Knowing that it is wrong, they still choose to do wrong. They even choose to bring others with them in their 
rebellion. Second, there is the compromising on the part of those who choose to support this Papal apostasy. 
They do not agree with her in all things, but they do join with her on a few erroneous teachings. But worse 
yet, they would be willing to join in on penalizing or persecuting those who would not agree with them. And 
lastly, there are those who follow the Lamb wherever He goes. They will not sacrifice truth to buy and sell, or 
to even save their life from physical harm. So we have those who are in known apostasy, those who are 
willing to compromise and punish others for not going along, and we have those who are fully consecrated to 
God.  

Are there things in my life that I know are in direct disobedience to God? 

Are there things in my life where I have compromised on various points? 

Am I in some way punishing someone who does not go along with my opinions? 

Have I made that decision to follow Christ all the way? In all things?All the time? 

Finally, the blessing comes to those who are waiting for the Lord to come. Their lifestyle shows that they 
believe He is coming. Their association with others shows that they believe He is coming soon. Everything in 
their life testifies to the soon return of Jesus. 

What sorts of things should I change in my life to show that I believe Jesus is coming soon? 


